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Brier House
10211 Willowgrove

GOOGLE MAP —>

ARCHITECT
Jenkins, Wllliam R.

YEAR BUILT
1957

BUILDING TYPE
Single-Family Residential

NEIGHBORHOOD
Willowbend

QUADRANT
SW

STATUS
Still With Us

This William Jenkins designed house was featured in the April, 1957 issue of the seminal magazine, Arts and
Architecture. It was Jenkins' only house to be featured in this magazine. In the article an outline of the house is
given. The house employs a steel frame with masonry walls as filler panels forming the interior and exterior
surfaces. It tells that the air distribution is in the slab.

The most interesting feature of the house (which is no longer extant) was the arched carport. Three 9 foot
plywood arched roofs formed the carport and rear patio area. The arches were made to look like they extended
through the house, though they stopped at the beginning of the house proper. Apparently, over the years this
part of the structure was not maintained and was replaced with a flat roofed carport around 2001.

Other features of the house include the separation of the master bedroom from the children’s bedrooms. The
master bedroom has its own private garden area. The children’s bedrooms, on the other side of the house looked
out onto a side play yard through sliding glass doors. The living room looks out to another garden in the front. A
sundeck was to extend out like a pier over the bank of the Willow Waterhole Bayou. A swimming pool was
planned and eventually built.

Flooring is terrazzo and carpet and several skylights were employed to increase natural light in the house.

The house was also featured in the Houston Chronicle on Sunday, August 26, 1956 in an article titled, “Distinctive
Home of Steel, Masonry, Being Erected in Willow Meadows".

Though this house has been in the hands of home “flippers” and several remodels, it is currently owned by
someone who is sympathetic to modernism.
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Jenkins, Wllliam R.

William Jenkins (1925-1989) graduated from the University of Houston in 1951 where he learned from talented
instructors including Donald Barthelme and Howard Barnstone. Early in his career, he worked with William Floyd
and Harwood Taylor. He taught architecture at the University of Houston beginning in 1956 and earned his
Master of Architecture degree in 1966 from Texas A & M University. With William Hoff, he designed important
buildings such as the Park IV and V apartment towers, the Hillcroft Professional Building, and many others.
Jenkins served as the Dean of the College of Architecture at the University of Houston during the late 1970s and
early 1980s.
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Jenkins Second House
10911 Willowisp Dr

Year Built
1955
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Godine House
10920 Willowisp Drive

Year Built
1955
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Guarino House
10910 Willowisp Drive

Year Built
1955
LEARN MORE ———>

QO
o
[y
—

- e e -

https://houstonmod.org/architect/jenkins-william-r/ 1/2



6/26/26, 2:54 PM Jenkins, Wllliam R. - HoustonMod.

history, membership programs
hOUSTOh mod squad volunteer mod of the
preserving our modern legacy master mods donate month
info@houstonmod.org connect SRONSOIS tours & events
P.0. Box 541353 preservation
Houston, Texas 77254-1353 awards

facebook  publications
instagram

houston architecture forum
amazon smile

for sale

recommended

modern in houston

index
map

The Houston Mod Website and Modern in Houston Index
is supported by grants from the
and the

Copyright 2003-2026 © Houston Mod. Thoughtfully designed by Black + Gray Studio.

https://houstonmod.org/architect/jenkins-william-r/ 2/2



