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Certainly the most reserved of
Arguitecionica's Texas townhouses is

the Taggart complex, a four-unit
residential enclave on a corner lot in

Houston's  formerly modest, but now

trading-up, Memorial Park
neighborhood. The mannerly
Mownhomes" owe their good

neighborliness to a shifling pastel
(not primary) palette, to a push-pull
(in-out) site and massing plan, to a

layered and variegated facade for
both Taggart Avenue and Coppage
Street(photoright). inotherwords,
to the fact that Arquitectonica

resisted the expedient temptation to

simply hine up four identical units

(as other architects are doing in the
immediate neighborhood)
Consequently, purchasers of  the
$298,000 units are offered that elusive

commodity in townhouse ownership,
unit identity-"It's the pink house

on the corner."  The snappy (out not
too snappy) cadence of  the plans,
colors, and elevations, also hetps

reduce the apparent scale of the new

neighbor, which is always
appreciated in single-family-house
areas  in the grip of "densification."
For those concerned that the

purchaser of the pink unit may
decide to hate pink but love brown,
developer Jerry Maba reassures us

that the townhouses come with deed

restrictions-any esthetic

modifications must be approved by
Arguitectonica A non-esthetic

footnote: According to realtor Judith
Briggs, who is handling not only the

Taggart townhouses but the Milford
townhouses, Arquitectonica's

projects get an extraordinary
number of "lookers, "but 'in a softer
market people feel more comfortable
in terms of resale with more

'traditional'design."(The
impressive resale record of
Arquitectonica's Miami

condominiums has not caught up
with them yet in Houston)
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